


Welcome to the 
2024 Scarborough Holiday Guide!

The Scarborough Economic Development Corporation (SEDCO), the Scarborough 
Community Chamber of Commerce (SCCC) and Scarborough Buy Local have teamed 
up to bring you the Scarborough Holiday Guide featuring local events and products. 

We’ve tried to be comprehensive in searching out Scarborough events, but if we’ve 
missed one, let us know and we will add it to the guide. Check back  throughout the 
holiday season, and we will let you know if the guide has been updated. 

We’ve also sought out a few gifts with a Holiday theme. If you find other ideas as you are 
out shopping, please let us know! For the record, these are items we’ve seen about town; 
no merchant has paid for advertising in the guide. 

Enjoy the many events that celebrate the holidays in Scarborough and the region. Please 
have a safe and happy holiday season! 
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Please note that we have done our best to represent the correct prices 
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all information with the organization hosting the event. Where possible, 
we’ve added links to make this process easier. 
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Scarborough Community Events
DECEMBER 2024

November 29 - November 30, 10:00am – 4:00pm
Home for the Holidays Craft Show by Society of Southern Maine Craftsmen
The Society of Southern Maine Craftsmen is proud to present the Home for the Holidays Craft 
Show at Scarborough High School. The Home for the Holidays Craft Show will feature a wide 
range of handcrafted items, including jewelry, pottery, fine art, and more made by local artisans. 
Admission is free, and there’s plenty of parking.

November 30 at 9:00am
Holiday Extravaganza at Highland Farm
Bring the family, pick out your Christmas tree and wreath, and enjoy all the festivities this season 
has to offer!
• The day will feature awesome raffles! Make sure you enter them all!
• Shop for beautiful hand-crafted goodies from local vendors!
• The Bakery and the Hot Chocolate Bar will be stocked with all of your holiday favorites, and kid 
crafts will be poppin’!

• Santa will be there to say ‘Hello’ to all the kids big and small from 12:00-2:00!

November 30, 11:00am to 3:00pm
Flaherty’s Farm Open House 
Come join Flaherty’s Farm for their annual open house! Mr. and Mrs. Claus will be at the farm on 
Saturday from 11am to 3pm. Lots of door prizes, fun, samples and gifts to purchase.

November 30, 11:00am – 2:00pm
Pictures with Santa at Pet Quarters 
Pictures with Santa! Prices start at $12 for a 5x7 or get all of your digital files downloaded for only 
$25! Pets, kids, and people are welcome to participate!

November – December 24
Santa’s Wonderland at Cabela’s
Enjoy a free photo with Santa, free crafts and free games & activities. For more information and 
schedule of activities go to Cabela’s website at cabelas.com/shop/en/santas-wonderland
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By December 2
Letters to Santa - North Pole Express mailbox at the front of Town Hall
The annual holiday tradition is back! Print the template and have your child or children complete 
a letter to Santa. Get it back to the Town Hall before December 2 and they will make sure that 
Santa receives it and sends a letter back to your child before Christmas!

December 2, 1:00pm – 3:30pm
Christmas in Connecticut - Movie Matinee at the Scarborough Public Library
The columnist for a national housekeeping magazine, as part of a promotional stunt, welcomes a 
returning war hero into her country estate, the only problem is she’s a klutz in the kitchen, where 
she’s never been at home on the range. It is a free matinee of a popular new release. Seating is 
limited, so please register online or by calling 883-4723 option 4.

December 6, 11:30am - 12:30pm
Craft & Chat – Making Ornaments at the Scarborough Public Library
You’re going to make some wintery decorations! Let’s get in touch with your inner child and do 
some silly and fun craft projects. You’ll listen to music, have some hot chocolate or coffee, and have 
some good silly fun. Want to come, but you don’t like this particular project? Feel free to bring your 
own thing! Coloring books, knitting, whatever craft you find relaxing! It is a free event.

December 7, 8:30am – 12:00pm
 Yuletide Fair by First Congregational Church of Scarborough
The annual Yuletide Fair is back again this year! Lots of baked goods, candy, Cookie Walk, crafts, 
jewelry, gently used Christmas items, greens, quilts and so much more. It’s a great way to get 
some wonderful gifts or goodies for the holidays season! 

December 7, 9:00am – 1:00pm
Mini Christmas Craft Fair at West Scarborough United Methodist Church, 656 US-1
West Scarborough United Methodist Church will be having its Christmas craft fair  
with crafts, baked goods, Grandma’s Attic treasures, and wonderful fellowship. 



December 7, 10:00am – 12:00pm
First Children’s Craft Fair! Scarborough Community Services HUB at 418 Payne Road
During the fair, participants will showcase and sell their creations, including baked goods, fire 
starters, magnets, jewelry, lip scrub and lip gloss, perler bead art, ornaments and greeting cards. 

December 7, 5:00pm to 7:30pm 
Santa in the Park at Memorial Park
Bundle up the family and head to Memorial Park to welcome Santa and Mrs. Claus to Scarborough! 
Shuttles from the High School parking lot will begin making their rounds at 4:30pm. We’ll be getting 
in the Holiday spirit with sweet treats, activities, music, fireworks, and more! This year the fireworks 
will be at 5:00 pm. During that time shuttles and walking down to the park will be paused to ensure 
safety of attendees. Please make sure to arrive early if you want to see the show! It is a free event. 

December 13,  6:30pm – 8:30pm
Gingerbread House Night at Wentworth School
What better way to get ready for the holidays than by decorating a gingerbread house?! You bring 
the creativity, they’ll provide the house, decorating materials, and mess clean-up. Refreshments, 
treats, crafts, and more included. It is $8 per gingerbread house.

December 15, 5:00pm
Collective Motion Arts Center at Winslow at Winslow Homer Center for the Arts, 
Scarborough High School
Join Collective Motion Arts Center, where their dancers bring Charles Dickens’ holiday classic, 
A Christmas Carol, to life! Bah Humbug is CMAC’s annual holiday production filled with dance, 
acting and larger than life puppets! Follow Scrooge’s journey as he transforms from cruel miser to 
a kindhearted soul. Tickets: $18/adult $15/child (5 & under free!) Tickets can be purchased at the 
door or at CMAC.

December 16, 5:00pm – 6:30pm
Eastern Trail Monthly Full Moon Walks  
Join the Eastern Trail Alliance for a Full Moon Walk in Scarborough Marsh. The walk is limited to 
25 people. Pets and flashlights are not allowed for this event to ensure guests can best appreciate the 
marsh and full moon. Registration is required (no cost), go to the website for more information and 
to register. 
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December 17, 1:00pm
Yankee Swap for Adults at the Scarborough Public Library
Would you like to play a game? It goes by many names: Yankee Swap, White Elephant, Greedy 
Punter, Thieving Elves, and so many others. Anyone can play! If you’ve never done a Yankee Swap, 
it’s good, silly fun. Bring a wrapped gift UNDER $5 OR something that you are regifting, like an 
unused candle or a puzzle or a nice mug but not something that looks used. Come and join us. 

December 19, 1:00pm – 2:00pm 
A Cookie Swap at the Scarborough Public Library
A Cookie Swap is a fun little party where you bring one kind of homemade cookies and leave 
with a variety.  Plan to bring two dozen (24) homemade cookies on a plate, platter, or bowl, and 
a container for yourself to bring home your new variety of cookies! There will be music and 
coffee/cocoa/tea, so it’s like a little party!  It is a free event. ALL are welcome! 

December 30, 10:30am – 11:15am
Family Magic Show at the Community Services Hub at 418 Payne Road
Be dazzled by magic with your family during December school break! Phil Smith of 
Abracadabra Productions is four entertainers in one... a magician, comedian, juggler, and a 
mentalist! Coins will melt into thin air, solid objects will pass right through each other, and 
there may even be a surprise guest who does a card trick! Price - $20 per family 

December 31 11:00am – 12:00pm
 New Year’s Eve Fun for Families at the Scarborough Public Library, Free
Join the Youth Services for some New Year’s Eve fun, with a countdown to noon! They’ll have 
activities to do and lots of fun!

January 18, 10:00am 
Snowshoe Tour with Scarborough Land Trust
Join Diane Neal, SLT Board Member, for a guided snowshoe tour of Fuller Farm. This will be a 
leisurely walk on flat terrain. Frozen ground will allow participants to see areas of the preserve 
that are not accessible during the rest of the year. The trails at Fuller Farm provide spectacular 
views but winter allows access to even more areas of the property. This event is open to all ages, 
and it is free.
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November 16 – December 31, Thursdays - Sundays

Gardens Aglow – Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens
Join in the celebration of ten dazzling years of Gardens Aglow! An annual tradition for many Maine and 
New England families, more than 780,000 visitors have experienced the magic of the region’s premier light 
show. In addition to two of their popular Trolls, you’ll find an enchanting forest with mushrooms and shoot-
ing stars. This year, the Boothbay Harbor Region Chamber of Commerce is excited to provide shuttles from 
downtown Boothbay Harbor to the Gardens every Friday and Saturday night during Gardens Aglow! 

November 17 – December 23

The Polar Express Train Ride - All Aboard to the North Pole!
Maine Narrow Gauge warmly invites you to experience the Polar Express Train Ride! This theatrically-
driven Christmas train has become an annual tradition for thousands of families, drawing over 23,000 
passengers in 2023! The fun begins at Portland’s Ocean Gateway Marine Terminal. The Conductor boards 
passengers onto the nine historic passenger coaches decked out for the holidays. Once on board, children 
receive authentic golden tickets by the Conductor. Costumed chefs appear and serve hot chocolate and 
cookies to everybody on the train. Christmas music fills the cars as the steam locomotive blows its whistle, 
the wheels start turning, and your roundtrip ride to the North Pole begins.

November 22 - December 29

Northern Lights Celebration at L.L. Bean
Celebrate the start of Northern Lights with Santa visits, free hot cocoa, outdoor photo ops, and so much 
more! Santa’s reindeer are stuck in the North Pole this year, so he’s bringing a team of adorable, adoptable 
rescue pups instead. Kids can place their holiday wishes in the big red mailbox and they’ll make sure they 
get to the North Pole. 

November 29, 1:30pm - 5:30pm

Monument Square Tree Lighting Ceremony
Don’t miss it — the ceremony kicks off at 3:30 pm, but the fun activities in the square will start at 1:30 pm. 

1:30 PM – Disney’s Frozen II Watch Party & Character Meet-and-Greet! Join us outdoors—dress for the 
weather and bring your own chair. Plus, a character meet-and-Greet! Snap photos with Ice Queen Elsa, 
Princess Moana, Captain America, and Spider-Man. 

3:30 PM – Traditional Ceremony Begins! Enjoy a live dance performance by Portland Ballet, hear from 
guest speaker Mayor Mark Dion, and experience a special musical performance by Julia Gagnon. Hosted 
by Lori & Jeff of the WHOM Morning Show. 

4:30 PM – The Ceremonial Lighting of the Tree! Cheer on a Make-A-Wish Maine child as they “pull the 
candy cane lever” to illuminate the tree in Monument Square. Plus, live instrumental music by the Casco 
Bay Wind Symphony.
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November 29, 12:00pm – 9:00pm

The Rink at Thompson’s Point
The Thompson’s Point Rink is back, and winter is the new summer at the Point! They’re opening 
for the 2024-25 season on November 29th, and they’ll be cozier and cooler than ever with the grand 
opening of Basecamp, their rink-side food, beverage, and chillout spot. Basecamp will be your local 
spot for hot food, cold drinks, great games, live music, sports (with sound!), and good company 
Thursdays thru Sundays.

November 29 – December 8

The Nutcracker at Merrill Auditorium
Maine State Ballet ushers in the holiday season with its classic production of The Nutcracker at 
Merrill Auditorium. Artistic Director and former New York City Ballet dancer Linda MacArthur 
Miele directs and choreographs the story of Clara and her Nutcracker Prince as they travel through 
the Land of Sweets to meet the Sugar Plum Fairy. Robert Lehmann returns as Conductor of the 
Maine State Ballet Orchestra and Choir.

November 29 – December 29, Saco Museum

The Festival of Trees
The Festival of Trees, held annually at the Saco Museum, is a beloved holiday tradition for the 
community. Now in its 20th year, volunteers work tirelessly to transform their galleries into an 
enchanted, sparkling wonderland of beautifully decorated trees, each with its own special theme. 
Guests can wander through the museum to appreciate the trees, bid on artwork from esteemed local 
artists on the Art Tree, and drop raffle tickets into one of many boxes for a chance to win exciting 
prizes donated by local businesses and individuals. Tea with Mrs. Claus – Saturday, December 7th at 
12:00 PM and 1:30 PM, Dyer Library. Children’s Craft Day – Saturday, December 14th, 9:30 AM – 
12:00 PM, Dyer Library

November 29 – December 24

Portland Stage – The Snow Queen
A beautiful story to be enjoyed by the whole family! A story of friendship and bravery with magic and a 
visually striking setting, The Snow Queen takes us through many seasons on a hero’s journey. Kai and 
Gerda have been best friends their whole lives, but when a shard of a magic mirror gets caught in Kai’s 
eye, he sees the world in a different light. Gerda strikes out to rescue Kai making many new friends 
and rivals along the way. But will she find the Snow Queen’s palace in time?



November 29 – January 5
Christmas at Victoria Mansion: Stories of the Season, Portland
This year, the designers are taking inspiration from holiday tales of the past, some drawing from 
well-known 19th century stories and others drawing from regional folklore. In addition to their 
decorated house tours, they are pleased to host the return of two favorite events: Night of the 
Nutcracker with Portland Ballet on Sundays, December 8th and 15th, and A Magical Dickensian 
Celebration, performed by British actor Andrew Harris on Thursday, December 19th. Victoria 
Mansion’s annual Holiday Gala will take place this year on Thursday, December 5th. 

December 1 and 15, 10:00am - 3:00pm

Maker’s Market, Thompson’s Point
Join local farms, artisans, artist, movers and shakers at the best curated Market in Portland. From 
10am-3pm select Sundays, swing down to Thompson’s Point and support your favorite local small 
businesses. Entry – free!

December 5 – December 15

Kennebunkport 43rd Annual Christmas Prelude
Tree lightings, Santa arriving by lobster boat, caroling at the Franciscan Monastery, a beautiful 
fireworks display, a lively street festival, and more are just some of the highlights of the 11-day 
event. Make Christmas part of your holiday traditions and watch the magic come alive! Cape 
Porpoise Lobster Trap Tree Lighting – December 6 at 7pm.

December 6 – December 8, Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

Christmas at the Cathedral - Choral Art Singers
Join the Choral Art Singers, Portland Brass Quintet, organist Bridgette Wargovitch and 
keyboardist Kellie Moody as they usher in the holiday season with their 34th edition of Christmas 
at the Cathedral. Sublime a cappella motets, vibrant brass melodies, and familiar songs of the 
season – all will make for a deeply moving introduction to your holiday celebrations.

December 6, 6:00pm-7:00pm, Portland Museum of Art

Copper Beech Tree Lighting
The annual Copper Beech Tree Lighting returns to brighten up your holiday season! Make the 
PMA a stop during December’s First Friday Art Walk, with musical performances from 317 Main 
Community Choir, nature and seasonally inspired poems from The Telling Room, and get some 
sweet treats from B+B Bakery. Festivities start at 6 p.m. and the Tree Lighting is at 6:30 p.m. Tree 
Lighting will happen in the David E. Shaw and Family Sculpture Park. Also, Maine College of Art 
& Design Holiday Sale will be held  on December 6 and 7 and will feature students, alumni and 
faculty work.
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December 6, 5:30pm to 7:30pm 
Holiday Magic in City Square: Merry & Bright Night,  Adams Street in Biddeford 
Heart of Biddeford is thrilled to invite the community to this year’s Merry & Bright Night. Gather 
with friends and family to enjoy an evening of holiday performances, joyful activities, festive lights, 
and delicious treats that will bring warmth to even the coldest winter night. Enjoy performances by 
the Academy of Dance and the Salvation Army Brass Band. The night will also feature the downtown 
tree lighting, adding a festive glow to the event. For younger attendees there will be hands-on holiday 
activities, including cookie decorating with materials donated by Reilly’s Bakery and crafting fun 
with the Common Roots Studio Art Bus. Children can also meet Santa Claus and take a photo, while 
families can participate in festive games and activities.

December 7, 10:00am – 1:00pm
Visit with Santa and the Goats, Smiling Hill Farm 
Visit and take pictures with Santa & the goats. Barnyard wooden toys will also be available for use. 
Animals may include mini donkeys, mini horses, sheep, alpacas and potbelly pigs. The cost of this 
event is $12 per group of up to 3 people: $4 for each additional person. The Ice Cream Barn will be 
OPEN for this event at 10am until 6pm.

December 7, 9:00am – 3:00pm  
Christmas Fair at The Point Community Center, South Portland
Mark your calendars for December 7th and bring the whole family for a day filled with holiday fun! 
Enjoy delicious food trucks, bounce houses for the kids, and an expansive craft fair to find one-of-a-
kind gifts. With kids’ craft stations, festive activities, and more, this is the perfect way to kick off your 
holiday season. Don’t miss the fun, food, and festivities, and of course, the craft fair!

December 7, 3:00pm – 5:30pm 
Celebration by the Sea, Veteran’s Memorial Park
Celebration by the Sea will hold a free tree lighting ceremony at Veteran’s Memorial Park on 
Saturday, December 7th. Trees throughout the park and the gazebo will be decked out with lights 
throughout the holiday season. Children can get their photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus. There will 
be live music from Loranger Middle School and the Salvation Army band.

December 13 – December 22 
Portland Symphony Orchestra – Magic of Christmas, Merrill Auditorium
The beloved holiday classic soars to dazzling heights as Cirque de la Symphonie joins the Portland 
Symphony Orchestra for Magic of Christmas. Experience breathtaking performances by aerialists 
and acrobats, complemented by exceptional musical performances from your Portland Symphony 
Orchestra, the Magic of Christmas Chorus, and the PSO Children’s Chorus. 
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December 14, 6:00pm – 10:00pm
Saco Holiday Parade of Lights
Enjoy fun festivities around town from 1pm-4pm, followed by a great light parade! Stop at the 
Saco Museums ‘Festival of Trees’ to marvel at the 20-30 highly decorated trees and wreaths creat-
ing a magical winter wonderland! The evening will be completed by the wondrous “Parade of 
Lights.” 

December 19 – December 22, 
Disney On Ice: Into the Magic, Cross Insurance Arena
Discover why no dream is too big as Disney On Ice presents Into the Magic! Seek adventure in the 
great wide somewhere with Belle as she explores the Beast’s enchanted castle, experience Moana’s 
courage to embark on a voyage with demigod Maui to save her island, and sing-along with Miguel 
from Coco as he follows the music in his heart. Be inspired by Anna’s devotion to her sister Elsa 
on her journey to the North Mountain to stop the eternal winter, and watch Rapunzel and Flynn 
go to great lengths to make her dream come true. Celebrate the magic of courage, love and adven-
ture at Disney On Ice! 

December 23, 7:00pm
Christmas with Kennerley 
Get into the holiday spirit with Christmas with Kennerley, a heartwarming event perfect for the 
entire family. Join renowned organist James Kennerley, the delightful Kotzschmar Brass & Per-
cussion, and local choirs as they bring the beloved “Home for the Holidays” experience to Maine. 
Immerse yourself in the enchanting melodies of cherished Christmas carols and feel the warmth 
of the season.
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